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Residents of Cohort 1 of the Nigeria Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program 
(NFELTP) display their certi�cates of completion during the �nalization ceremony in Abuja, 
Nigeria

NIGERIA FELTP PASSES OUT FIRST COHORT OF GRADUATES 
By Dr. Patrick Nguku- Resident Advisor, Nigeria FELTP 
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�e �rst cohort of the Nigeria 
Field Epidemiology and Labora-
tory Training Program (NFELTP) 
graduated in January 2011, recording 
a huge achievement for the program 
and its partners since its establish-
ment in October 2008. 

�irteen trainees- three females 
and 10 males- graduated with Masters 
degrees in Public Health, specializ-
ing in �eld epidemiology, laboratory 
management, and veterinary epidemi-
ology. �ey were passed out during a 
�nalization ceremony on 27 January 
2011 at Reiz Continental Hotel 
Abuja, Nigeria.

Important to note is that the 
NFELTP was the �rst program in the 
Network to implement the veterinary 
track to address the ever-increas
ing threat of zoonotic diseases and 
strengthen the collaboration between 
the human and animal health sectors. 

�is concept is known as the �One 
Health� concept.

�e graduates were involved in a 
number of outbreak investigations 
and response activities prior to their 
graduation, and some of them con-
ducted research in areas emphasizing 
the �One Health� approach to disease 
prevention. 

�e graduation ceremony was 
attended by a number of representa-
tives from partners of NFELTP. �ey 
included: Dr. Okey Nwanyanwu- , 
CDC Nigeria Country Director, 
Dr. Peter Nsubuga- Chief, Systems 
and FELTPs (Africa) Branch, CDC 
Atlanta, Dr. Joseph Nyager- Nigeria�s 
Chief Veterinary O�cer, and Mr. 
David Mukanga- AFENET Executive 
Director among others. 

Other dignitaries were from Ah-
madu Bello University, University of 
Ibadan, National Veterinary Research 

Institute, National Primary Health 
Care Development Agency, National 
Malaria Control Program, National 
AIDS and Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Control Program, Nigeria 
Federal Ministry of Health, Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, CDC Nigeria, CDC 
Atlanta, and AFENET. 

Speaking at the �nalization 
ceremony, Dr. Henry Akpan, the 
NFELTP Program Director, who 
also represented Nigeria�s Honorable 
Minister of Health,  commended the 
graduands for their hard work, dedi-
cation, and exemplary interventions 
in various outbreaks of public health 
importance in Nigeria. �e Nigeria 
Cohort of graduates brings the total 
number of graduates in the Network 
to over 600. 

�e NFELTP is a two-year in-
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Dear readers,
Welcome to the �rst issue of 

the AFENET newsletter for 2011. 
�e year began on a high note for 
AFENET as the Network registered 
a new set of graduates from two 
programs. 

�e Nigeria Field Epidemiology 
and Laboratory Training Program 
(FELTP) graduated its �rst cohort 

of residents who numbered 13, while 
the Uganda program passed out 10 
trainees in January. �is is a tre-
mendous boost to the public health 
workforce and a great milestone for 
AFENET and her partners.

On a sad note however, we lost 
one of our trainees, Ms. Lillian 
Maina. Lillian was a resident of the 
Nigeria FELTP and she died a�er 
sustaining fatal injuries from a car 
accident. Her loss leaves a dent in the 
formidable public health work force 
that AFENET and her partners are 
building as she was a committed and 
promising student. May her soul rest 
in eternal peace.

 In this issue of the newsletter, 
you will also read about a country 
assessment visit to Kenya by the Af-

rican Cholera Surveillance Network 
(Africhol) team. �e visit aimed at 
assessing the capacity of the health 
facilities and laboratories in Kenya 
to participate in enhanced cholera 
surveillance. 

�e Africhol project seeks to 
collect data to help estimate the 
incidence of cholera and to stregthen 
laboratory capacity to con�rm 
cholera in the eight participating 
countries. �is data will inform deci-
sions on the introduction of a cholera 
vaccine in Africa. 

I hope that you will �nd the stories 
in this issue informative. For more 
news and updates from the Network, 
please visit our website: www.afenet.
net.   *
         David Mukanga
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AfrichoL project 
conducts KenYa countrY 

assessment visit
By Ms. Melissa Dahlke, Africhol Proj-
ect Coordinator, AFENET Secretariat

�e Kenya country assessment 
visit by the African Cholera Surveil-
lance Network (Africhol) was con-
ducted from 17-21 January 2011. 

A team of o�cials from AFENET 
(Ms. Melissa Dahlke- Africhol Proj- Continued on page 4 

service training program in applied 
epidemiology, veterinary epidemiol-
ogy and public health laboratory 
practice. It is implemented in col-
laboration with University of Ibadan 
and Ahmadu Bello University in 
Nigeria. NFELTP also o�ers a series 
of short courses to strengthen the 
epidemiological capacity of various 
public health implementers at the 
Federal, State and Local Govern-
ment Area levels. Since its establish-
ment, the program has conducted 
nine short courses in Outbreak Inves-
tigation, HIV/TB Collaboration and 
Zoonoses Control. Overall, over 300 
health o�cials have been trained in 
all 36 states of Nigeria.  * 

ect Coordinator and Mr. Aloysius 
Bingi- Africhol Laboratory Coordi-
nator) and Kenya�s Ministry of Public 
Health and Sanitation visited several 
public health facilities and labora-
tories in Nairobi and Kisumu to 
evaluate their capacity for enhanced 
cholera surveillance. �ey also iden-
tifyed potential surveillance sites for 
the Africhol project implementation 
in Kenya. �e team administered 
a questionnaire and interviewed 
key sta� to collect information on 
the available resources at the health 
facilities.  �e results of this assess-
ment will guide decision making for 
Africhol project implementation 
strategies. 

�e assessment team visited and 
evaluated the following health facili-
ties and laboratories: Kenya National 
Public Health Laboratory- Central 
Microbiology Reference Laboratory, 
Sindo District Hospital- Nyanza, 
Homa Bay District Hospital- Nyan-
za, Nyanza Provincial General Hos-
pital, Kisumu East District Hospital, 
and CDC/Kenya Medical Research 
Institute Enteric Laboratory. 

Africhol is a three-year project 
funded by a grant from the Bill 
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NFELTP hoLds first 
graduation
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